
WAC 246-899-050  Out-of-state prescriptions.  (1) When dispensing 
a prescription issued by a practitioner licensed in a state other than 
Washington, and recognized in RCW 69.41.030, the pharmacist must honor 
the instructions of the practitioner regarding substitution. These in-
structions may be on a prescription blank different than that required 
for Washington practitioners by RCW 69.41.120 and may include the use 
of the words "dispense as written," words of similar meaning, a check-
off box, or some other indication of intent.

(2) If the practitioner has not clearly provided instructions re-
garding substitution, a pharmacist may substitute a therapeutically 
equivalent generic drug only if the pharmacist has determined substi-
tution is permitted by one of the following means:

(a) The pharmacist has personal knowledge and is familiar with 
the laws and rules regarding substitution in the state of origin; or

(b) The pharmacist obtains oral or written authorization from the 
practitioner; or

(c) The pharmacist obtains current information regarding the man-
ner in which an out-of-state practitioner provides instruction from:

(i) The Washington state board of pharmacy; or
(ii) The board of pharmacy in the state, other than Washington, 

in which the practitioner practices; or
(iii) Some other professional source.
(3) Drug product selection shall be based on Washington law and 

rule as set forth in WAC 246-899-030.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.41.180. WSR 92-12-035 (Order 277B), § 
246-899-050, filed 5/28/92, effective 6/28/92. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 18.64.005 and chapter 18.64A RCW. WSR 91-18-057 (Order 191B), re-
codified as § 246-899-050, filed 8/30/91, effective 9/30/91. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 18.64.005. WSR 91-13-004 (Order 174B), § 360-49-050, 
filed 6/7/91, effective 7/8/91.]
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